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‘ TA AN TADH LINN ANSEO AG HAZELWOOD IPS GO BHFUIL COILL
AGAINN, PAIRC SUGARTHA EACHTRAIOCHTA, GO LEOR AITEANNA

INA BHFUIL FEAR, GAIRDIN NA GCEADFAI AGUS PLOTAI GLASRAI.
TUGAIMID AIRE DO THAILTE NA SCOILE TRiD AN BHRUSCAR A
THOGAIL AGUS TRI AIRE A THABHAIRT DON FHIADHULRA AGUS
DO PHLANDAI. DEANANN SE SIN AIT NiOS SONA SABHAILTE
DEN SCOIL S’AGAINN. FOGHLAIMIMID Nios MO FAOIN DOMHAN
S’AGAINN NUAIR A CHAITHIMID AM TAOBH AMUIGH.,,

EICEA-CHOISTE, HAZELWOOD INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Intreoir

Is féidir tionchar suntasach a bheith ag an doéigh a
bhforbraitear, a n-Uséaidtear agus a mbainistitear tailte
scoile ar mheon agus ar iompar daltai i leith na scoile,

a chéile, na timpeallachta agus na sochai. Is féidir go
gcaithfeadh daltai suas le 25% déa gcuid ama ar thailte na
scoile (seachas laistigh den scoil féin). Is ionann sin agus
nios mé na la amhain sa tseachtain, mar sin de, ta sé
tébhachtach go mbionn na heispéiris a fhaigheann siad
ansin chomh maith agus chomh dearfach agus is féidir.
Baineann daoine 6ga teachtaireachtai agus brionna as
caighdeéan na timpeallachta s’acu.

Is € an chiall a bhaineann siad as a mbionn thart timpeall
orthu gur léirid i ar an luach a chuireann daoine fasta ar an
timpeallacht agus ar na paisti, arb iad priomhusaideoiri na
timpeallachta sin.

Is féidir go bhfaigheadh paisti teachtaireachtai measctha
6 dhaoine fasta. Mar shampla, d’théadfadh sé go mbeifi
a ra leo go bhfuil “an timpeallacht” tabhachtach agus gur
ceart doéibh aire a thabhairt di ach go bhfeicfeadh siad
san am céanna nach ndéantar na tailte a dhearadh mar is
ceart agus nach dtugtar aire doibh. Le tacu leis an mhéid
a deirtear laistigh den seomra ranga, ni mér smaointe
praiticidla a chur i bhfeidhm lasmuigh de. Bionn saibhreas
oidhreachta ag baint le tailte scoile chomh maith agus is
féidir gur foinse inspioraide iad le foghlaim faoi athruithe sa
tsochai a éascu, na fathanna agus na ddigheanna ar thit
na hathruithe seo amach agus an tionchar a bhionn acu
ar an timpeallacht.

Tus Maith, Leath na hOibre

Le go mbeidh siad in ann foghlaim taobh amuigh, ni mor
na tailte a fhorbairt agus a bhainistit de réir mar is cui
do na daltai. Bionn daltai ag foghlaim ar dhéigheanna
éagsula agus is tasc deacair go leor é ag roinnt daltai
fanacht ina sui ag an deasc. | gcas cuid mhaith de na
daltai seo, déanann sé ceachtanna nios suimidla nuair
a fhaigheann siad seans dul taobh amuigh, in amanna,
nil de dhith ach an seans éalu ¢ na srianta a thagann le
bheith i do shui taobh istigh. Glacann sé seo aiteanna
féirsteanacha ina dtig le daltai teacht le chéile; ait sui
faoi choinne grupai de mhéideanna éagsula; scath agus
foscadh 6n ghrian, én ghaoth agus 6n fhearthainn;

suiochain noé ait sui a saincruthaiodh do na daocine 6ga
ata lena n-Usaid agus ata féirsteanach don fheidhm a
bhainfear astu. B'fhéidir gurbh fhil teagmhail a dhéanamh
leis an chomhairle aitidil né le roinnt de na heagraiochtai
comhphéirtiochta Eicea-Scoileanna né b’fhéidir go
mbeadh smaointe acusan maidir le tionscadail aitidla a
bhféadfadh an scoil s’agatsa bheith pairteach iontu a
n-eascrodh feabhsuchain i dtaca le tailte na scoile astu.

Le roinnt smaointe a thabhairt duit ar dhdigheanna le
tabhairt faoi thopaic na dTailte Scoile, ta cas staidéar
curtha ar fail duit arb é is aidhm leis inspioraid a sholathar,
teagmhalacha faoi choinne eagraiochtai a mbionn rél acu
i bhfeabhsU na dtailte scoile agus naisc chuig Curaclam
Thuaisceart Eireann a bheadh Uséideach ag scoileanna
agus Plean Gniomhaiochta Thailte na Scoile & réiteach
acu. Is féidir topaic na dTailte Scoile a Usaid mar cheann
de na tri thopaic a chludaitear faoi choinne Dhamhachtain
na Bratai Glaise.
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Case Study

School: Teacher:

0od | voded Prim Sdr\ool,
(o psgrated Prinay

No. of pupils:

Rackel Agren

Eco-School status:

APPYox 4’7‘0 CWQM ﬂo\g

Background Information fortunate enough to have a trolley with mini-beast kits
and make use of charts for wildflowers, seeds, fruit,

Q: Why did you choose School Grounds as an leaves and birds.

Eco-Schools topic? What was your Action Plan? )
Hazelwood Integrated has made good use of links

with other organisations such as Blue Peter Garden,
the local council, RSPB, Forest School, and Throne
Woodland Trust.

A: Hazelwood Integrated Primary School was the
first Forest School in Northern Ireland and places a
large emphasis on developing the curriculum through
outdoor learning. The Throne Wood adjacent to

our school is an excellent learning resource which

Hazelwood Integrated also worked in collaboration
with Stranmillis University College. The PGCE (Early

enhances the learning experiences of our pupils. This
outdoor classroom provides opportunities for children
of all ages to engage in active learning contexts across
the curriculum. The Forest School ethos is firmly
embedded into everyday life in the school. As many as

200 pupils explore the woodland each week, identifying

trees and flowers, learning about animal habitats,
building dens and creating natural art.

Our school has its own wet room, a sensory garden,
vegetable patch and willow dome. There is a gardening
club. We have an annual Great Bug Hunt during which
each class gets a bug to look for and study. They get
containers, microscopes, nets, go exploring and make
mini-beast hotels. Each class is

Years) students recently had the opportunity to visit
Hazelwood Integrated Primary School to see some of
our work in Outdoor Learning and hear about

Forest Schools.

Continued...
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Q: How do you integrate School Grounds
into the curriculum?

A: There are many curriculum opportunities in which
the school grounds can be integrated. For example,
P.7, in literacy, wrote letters to local businesses to ask
for help with gardening equipment for our school. P.5
have looked at biodiversity in the school grounds and
local area. The after school gardening club designed
and made a scarecrow for our school grounds, which
we then entered into IEF’s Scarecrow competition.

Most classes have made bird feeders or bird lard

and seed food to hang around the school. We link
these lessons and many more into our topic, literacy
and numeracy work, e.g. graphs and tables of birds
spotted in the woodlands, observing seasonal changes
or going for a senses walk in the woodlands or around
the school or lessons about value for money when
purchasing equipment for the school playground.

Q: How do you co-ordinate with other teachers to
ensure a whole school approach?

A: The Eco-Committee is representative of the school
community with a teacher, support staff, pupils and
parents represented. Dissemination of information from
the committee takes place via assemblies, class reps
and the school buddy scheme. The coordinator will
often lead Key Stage and Whole School staff meetings
to update information and suggest ideas for our Eco-
Schools project. The school website and emails are
also useful tools in linking with others.

Q: How did you encourage pupil participation?
How did they have ownership of the project?

A: Eco-Schools is a whole school approach. Pupil
participation is encouraged through the Eco-board,
star charts and wall of shame and Eco Eve mascot.
The Eco Swat Team will regularly go around to assess
whether classes are being eco-friendly, e.g. lights are
switched off over lunch. They wear special vests so
that everyone knows when the Green Swat Team are
carrying out an audit.

The Eco-Committee carries out a yearly environmental
audit using our own templates and were also involved
in completing the Green Flag renewal application form.
The Eco-Committee meet once a month to discuss
the projects we are working on and further action.

The pupils from P4-P7 are buddies to the younger
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classes and so will disseminate the key points from
the meetings to both their own class and a Key Stage
1 class. Any decisions to be taken, e.g. equipment to
buy, will be discussed with the Eco-Committee, who
then carry out votes with the same classes to decide
on what the whole school wants.

Additionally, throughout the school, pupils will
participate in Eco-Schools lessons, taught through their
topics in class.

The whole school was also involved in developing our
Eco-Code below.

ECO-CODE

Environmentally friendly
Caring for our world

Operation “clean-up”

High five for making a differencel!
Everyone plays a part

Reduce, re-use and recycle
Ozone layer needs protecting
Energy- save it!

Switch it offl




KEEP
NORTHERN

IRELAND

Tailte na Scoile BEAUTIFUL ECO-S5CHOOLS

Case Study

During Implementation of Eco-Schools
Inspiration case study

Q: How will pupils/whole school benefit from the
Eco-Schools Inspiration project?

A: Developing our school grounds helps to create a
sense of ownership and pride within the school and
local community. The children have a say in decisions
regarding the purchase of equipment, the design of the
sensory garden etc. We hope that this will encourage
the children and parents to become involved in
protecting and maintaining these areas.

Building up links with Eco-Schools groups or local

business helps to promote a positive image of our

school, its pupils and staff. By entering and winning

competitions or completing campaigns we are

establishing ourselves as a school involved in

good practice of Environmental Education and .
WRIGLEY

QOutdoor Learning.
Compony Fourdaion

Q: What is your overall aim and what actions are
you going to take?

A: This year we aim to complete our Wrigley Litter
Less Campaign and make our school gardening and
sensory area even more child friendly and sustainable.
We wish to purchase resources that will further allow
our children to become involved in outdoor learning.
We are also having a Morning of Action in which we
will take part in a BIG Spring Clean.

Our Eco-Schools
Inspiration Clean-up.

Our pupils thrive on opportunities to learn outdoors.
They love playing and learning up in the woodlands,
whether it is building huts with woodland materials,
litter picking or bird watching the children gain
understanding and respect for the world around them.
They also benefit hugely from the fresh air and
physical activity involved in outdoor learning such

as pond dipping, planting vegetables or using the
playground equipment.
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Q: How are you going to spend the £500 funding?

A: We are planning to buy a picnic bench made from

recycled materials for our playground, which will allow
the children to work and play outside more often. We
also hope to buy a musical play panel for our sensory
garden area.

KEEP
NORTHERN
IRELAND
BEAUTIFUL

ECO-SCHOOLS

Q: Are you going to receive any support or
resources from parents, staff or outside
agencies?

A: Yes, we are going to be involved with the BIG Spring
Clean campaign, the Wrigley Litter Less Campaign, the
RSPB and The Great UK Bug Hunt. We also ask for
parent volunteers to help to maintain and develop our
gardening area and willow dome each spring.
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Reporting on impact of action(s)

Q: Did you encounter any problems and, if so,
how did you overcome them?

A: We didn’t encounter any real problems. The only
thing is the time needed to gather resources, lesson
ideas etc. for other teachers. However, Eco-Schools
and/or other linked agencies can provide workshops,
websites and resources that are helpful.

Q: Is there any advice you could offer to schools
undertaking the School Grounds topic? Do you
have any useful suggestions for other teachers
embarking on the topic?

m Get your PTA, local businesses and Eco-Committee
involved. They can offer ideas on action that can be
taken and fund raising opportunities.

m Assign each year group in the school a manageable
activity, which can be built on each year. For
example, Primary 5 could carry out an investigation
into the preferences of mini-beasts in a suitable area
of the school grounds. Primary 1 could make bird
feeders to hang around the school. Primary 7 could
design a vegetable or gardening area somewhere
in the school. Primary 6 could write letters to
local businesses to ask for help with gardening
equipment. We had great success with this and
some local businesses were very generous.

m Often parents have untapped expertise and
knowledge that they would be willing to offer, e.g.
gardening advice.

m Research competitions, campaigns, available
funding. For more information visit the campaigns
and competitions section at www.eco-schoolsni.org
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Q: Has doing this topic driven other Eco-Schools
ideas? What are your future plans regarding
Eco-Schools?

A: The topics are all very much linked. School Grounds
connects well with Biodiversity and Litter. This year we
want to work to reduce the number of cars in our school
grounds at certain times of the day. Whilst Transport
isn’t an issue we have tackled yet, it is linked to the work
that the Eco-Committee are currently carrying out to
encourage parents to leave their cars at home. Also to
improve our school grounds further it was beneficial and
necessary to tackle litter, so the Wrigley Campaign was
an obvious campaign to for us become involved in.

This year we aim to achieve our 3rd Green flag by
continuing work on Litter, Energy, School Grounds,
Waste and Biodiversity. We have participated in the
Wrigley Litter Less Campaign and hope to improve the
amount of litter in our school grounds. We hope

to also encourage our children to take the message
about negative effects of litter into their homes and
local community.
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Curriculum Links and Skills

Th_e School Grounds top_ic_ allows you to incorporate and promote Thinking
Skills & Personal Capabilities and Cross-Curricular Skills into your lessons.

World Around Us Suggested
Learning Intentions

(taken from W.A.U. strands on Northern Ireland Curriculum website)

Strand 1: Interdependence

‘About the jobs people do within the local community (G); that there is a wide
variety of plants and animals in the locality (G) (S&T); to be aware of some

of the ways people use the environment every day (G); to be aware of the
changes in their local environment over time (H); some of the ways people
affect the built and natural environment (G); about issues associated with the
conservation, preservation and regeneration-of the environment (G).”

Strand 2: Movement and Energy

‘About the safe use of mains electricity- and the dangers associated with
electricity (S&T).’

Strand 3: Place

To be aware of where their [school] is (G); to recognise some basic features of
their [school] (e.g. window, door, roof, chimney, garden) (G); about some of the
special events which are important in their lives and the life of the locality (G);
some of the jobs of familiar people in school and in the locality (G); how some
features of their locality may be different now than in the past H).

Strand 4: Change Over Time

‘How the weather changes through the seasons (G); that people and places
change (G) (H); about some of the changes of familiar things over time (H);
some of the ways we can change our immediate environment, both positively
and negatively (G)(S&T); about desirable and undesirable change at home and
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The World Around Us The Arts
Geography Art& Design
& Collect, examine 4

B Record what they have seen, made, found out €.g.
through drawings, photographs, paintings, models and
simple maps. For example, draw a map/plan of the
school grounds.

m Use drama/imaginative play to communicate
understanding of events €.9. jobs done by people in the
school community. painting, drawin

' ,m ;
both large ang S?n ark making, modelling ang printin
9,

m Talk about environmental issues (.9 litter and recycling), all scale usi
and how to improve these in the school environment. as a canvas. using the school playgroung

B Recognise and experience that some things change over
time e.g. trees during autumn and clothes people wear.

B Make s¢
e Ulptures ang ot iece
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- )
Experience g variety of i

History supporting imaginative py
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time.
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Geography
m Map the school grounds noting key plots/sites such as
biodiversity spots and learning areas.

m Map local rivers and associated habitats etc. which
porder the school.

m Carry out a local study. Look at key buildings and events.

m Research a local environmental issue.

B Examine photographs of the locality and features in the
school grounds. Make a junk art map of the school and
the surrounding areas.

History

m Chart changes to school grounds from past to present.

m Carry out a local study.

m Look at historical maps of the school site.
Examine photographs.

m Create a report on how the school grounds have changed
from when they first opened.

"
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The Arts

Art & Design

| Communicating
preser\tations e.g. poster

of the school groun

producing engaging
deo clips, short movies.

ds to display artwork or fo

graphica\\y,
s, Vi

m Use areas

find materials to USe in ideas.

Drama
m Employing drama strategies for engaging with and
responding to school ground igsues and promoting

solutions.
m Make use of s

chool grounds for productions.

Music

m Compose and perfor the natural
world and waste issues-

composing and perfor

chool grounds.
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http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/partners.aspx?topic=8
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Partner-Resources.aspx
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/process.aspx
http://www.eco-schools-litterless.org

