
Supporting Our
Wild Neighbours

Supplementary Resources
for Primary Schools



Biodiversity

Resource Pack



Activity Idea:

In groups research a small mammal or insect
using the internet or take a trip to the local

library. 
Make posters (either physical or digital) and

display what you found!

Activity Idea:

Using your Biodiversity Audit- create a food chain
that lives in your outdoor space.

Activity Idea:

Create a poem (it doesn’t have to rhyme!) about a
‘Wild Neighbour.’

Activity Idea:

Complete a Biodiversity audit in your school
grounds (next page) and compare at the end of

the topic.



 Type (bird,
minibeast, plant,

other)

 Species e.g.
robin, worm,
daisy, rabbit

How many seen

Bio Diversity Audit
Date of survey: ___________________________
Location: __________________________________



Activity Idea:

Print out a few charts and see if you can identify
any insects in your outdoor space. 

Identification Charts
Click on the pictures you want to view

https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009094.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009066.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009078.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009090.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009086.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009084.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009078.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009075.jpg
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/pictures/large/009072.jpg


https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/008272.pdf


https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/008268.pdf


https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/006487.pdf


Twinkl have some fantastic resources and
ideas! Click on the images to go to the

resource on our website for FREE: 

https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009219.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009220.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/006526.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/006635.pdf


Here are some ready made PowerPoint
presentations around Biodiversity!

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Feco-schoolsni.knib.app%2Feco-schoolsni%2Fdocuments%2F009061.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Feco-schoolsni.knib.app%2Feco-schoolsni%2Fdocuments%2F008298.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009210.pptx
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009212.pptx


Activity Idea:

Biodiversity sorting
activity

https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/006847.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009206.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009207.pdf


Local Birds

Resource Pack



Activity Idea:

Create an easy bird feeder and hang around your
school grounds. 

Core and slice an apple, loop a string hook, push
in seeds (sunflower, pumpkin etc). 



Activity Idea:

Register for the Big Schools’ Birdwatch 2025
Click on the RSPBNI logo to see more details.

Activity Idea:

Start a bird watching club. Research local bird
watching groups and see if they can come in and

do a workshop.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/get-ready-for-big-schools-birdwatch


Activity Idea:

Take pictures of birds - Use BirdSpot.co.uk online
interactive website to identify which birds you

spotted! 

Click on the bird to take you
to the BirdSpot website

https://www.birdspot.co.uk/british-bird-identifier
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009205.pdf


Twinkl have some fantastic resources and ideas!
Click on the images to go to the resource on our

website for FREE:

https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009215.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009216.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009217.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009218.pdf


Pollinators &
Minibeasts

Resource Pack



https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009213.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009214.pptx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z9fkwmn


https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009208.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009209.pdf
https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/009211.pdf


https://eco-schoolsni.knib.app/eco-schoolsni/documents/008272.pdf


Activity Idea:

Create your own bee hotel
(see a guide on next 4 pages)

Activity Idea:

Research a minibeast online or
take a trip to the local library and
borrow books about different mini

beasts.











Woodland Trust have great
information around minibeasts -

why not look at these
identification articles

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2021/05/shieldbug-identification/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2023/07/types-of-bee-in-the-uk/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2023/10/common-uk-insect-identification/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2021/06/hawk-moth-identification/


Tree bumblebee

Habitat: open woodland,
parks, gardens.

Favourite plants:
comfrey, bramble, fruit
trees, fuscia.

When to see: March–
July.

Activity Idea:

Identify bees in your local
area



Common carder bee

Habitat: woodlands,
gardens, heathland, parks
.
Favourite plants: bluebell,
clover, knapweed,
scabious, comfrey,
dandelion.

When to see: March–
November.



Honey bee

Habitat: woodlands,
gardens, parks, orchards,
meadows.

Favourite plants: willow,
ivy, lavender, dandelion,
clover, thyme.

When to see: March–
September.



Red mason bee

Habitat: gardens, parks,
orchards, urban
environments.

Favourite plants: apple,
pear, dandelion, sallow
.
When to see: April–June.



Tawny mining bee

Habitat: gardens, parks, south-
facing embankments.

Favourite plants: buttercup,
dandelion, hawthorn, blackthorn,
willow, fruit trees.

When to see: March–June.



Gardening

Resource Pack



Fruit juice carton seed trays

Equipment

An empty 1 litre f ruit juice or milk carton
Marker pen
Scissors
Peat-f ree compost
Seeds - lettuce, rocket or soft herbs such as chives, coriander
or basil, as easy starters
Recycled or reusable clear plastic bag
Watering can

Hints and tips

For safety, adult support will be needed when
making the initial cut into the carton
Use the cut panel as a plant label
Use a permanent marker or chalk pen to write the
label with so that the writing doesn’t wash off
Slip the seed packet into the end of the carton to
remind you of the growing instructions



Step by step

1. Place the carton on its side. Using the marker pen, draw
a rectangle along the side panel of the carton, leaving a
small border around each side

2. Cut out the rectangle with the scissors and put the cut
panel to one side to use as a label

3. Fill the carton with peat-f ree compost, making sure that
the surface of the compost is flat. If you are using small
seeds, water the soil before sowing to prevent the water
f rom moving the seeds around. If sowing larger seeds,
you can water after sowing

4. Sow seeds onto the surface of the compost and cover
them with a thin layer of compost

5. If sowing larger seeds, water now, ensuring the compost
is wet

6. Cover the carton with a recycled or reusable clear plastic
bag. This aids germination, helping the seed to grow,
and reduces water loss through evaporation

7. Place the carton in a warm sunny spot such as a
windowsill or in a greenhouse until the seeds have
germinated. You can then prick out the seedlings to
grow on



Click here to go to the RHS website

https://www.rhs.org.uk/


15 Native Flowers 

Additional Resources

https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening
https://irelandwide.com/irish-flowers-native-to-ireland/
https://irelandwide.com/irish-flowers-native-to-ireland/



